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Fourth  Nine Weeks 

Middle Ages   (Two to Three Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1. Because Europe has many types of land forms and climates, different ways of life developed there. 
2. A complex web of duties and obligations governed relationships between people in the Middle Ages. 
3. Popes and kings dominated European society in the Middle Ages. 
4. The Christian and Muslim cultures fought over holy sites during a series of religious wars. 
5. The Christian Church was central to life in the Middle Ages. 
6. Europe’s political and social systems underwent great changes in the late Middle Ages. 
7. In the Middle Ages, the Christian Church dealt harshly with people who did not respect its authority. 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. How did life in Europe change after the fall of Rome? 
2. Describe the role the Catholic Church played in social, political and economic issues during the Middle Ages. 
3. How did feudalism define social structure during the Middle Ages? 
4. How did the Crusades effect the spread of religion? 

Vocabulary  
• Eurasia 
• Middle Ages 
• Medieval 
• Monasteries 
• Convent 
• Charlemagne 
• Knights 
• Vassal 
• Feudalism 
• William the Conqueror 
• Manor 
• Serfs 
• Chivalry 
• Excommunicate 
• Apprentice 
• Clergy 
• Gothic 
• Guild 
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• Crusades 
• Pope 
• Constantinople 
• Hundred Years’ War 

Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

S2 C3 PO6 
(PS)Describe the trade routes that established the exchange of goods (e.g., silk, salt, 
spices, gold) between eastern and western civilizations during the 15th and 16th 
centuries.   

US & AZ History Resources 

S2 C3 PO4 

(PS)Describe the Catholic Church’s role in the following activities during the Middle Ages: 
a. Crusades  

b. Inquisition  

c. education  

d. government  

e. spread of Christianity 

US & AZ History Resources 

S2 C3 PO5 (SS)Describe the transition from feudalism to nationalism at the end of the Middle Ages.  

S2 C3 PO7 
(SS)Describe how trade routes led to the exchange of ideas (e.g. religion, scientific 
advances, literature) between Europe, Asia, Africa and the Middle East during the  15th 
and 16th centuries 
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Fourth  Nine Weeks 

World in Transition   (One  Week) 

Big Ideas: 1. Hinduism, the largest religion in India today, developed out of ancient Indian beliefs and practices. 
2. Buddhism, began in India and became a major religion. 
3. Originally, desert nomads, the Hebrew’s established a great kingdom called Israel. 
4. The central ideas and laws of Judaism are contained in sacred texts such as the Torah. 
5. Sacred texts such as the Koran, guides Muslims in religion, daily life and laws. 
6. People in the Roman Empire practiced many religions before Christianity, which eventually spread and became Rome’s official religion. 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. How do India’s rich history and culture affect the world today? 
2. How were Muslim leaders able to spread Islam and create an empire? 

Vocabulary  
• Hinduism 
• Reincarnation 
• Karma 
• Nonviolence 
• Fasting 
• Meditation 
• The Buddha 
• Buddhism 
• Nirvana 
• Missionaries 
• Monotheism 
• Torah 
• Synagogue 
• Prophets 
• Talmud 
• Dead Sea scrolls 
• Muhammad 
• Islam 
• Muslim 
• Koran 
• Pilgrimage 
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• Mosque 
• Jihad 
• 5 Pillars of Islam 
• Christianity 
• Jesus of Nazareth 
• Messiah 
• Crucifixion 
• Resurrection 
• Apostles 
• Paul of Tarsus 
• Constantine 

Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

S1 C4 PO3 
(SS)Describe aspects (e.g., geographic origins founders and their teachings, traditions, 
customs, beliefs) of Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam 

US & AZ History Resources 

S1 C2 PO4 
(SS)Describe the development of the Medieval kingdoms of Ghana, Mali and Songhai: a. 
Islamic influences, b. mining of gold and salt, c. centers of commerce 

US & AZ History Resources 

S1 C2 PO5 
(SS)Describe the culture and way of life of the Arab Empire: a. Muslim religion (i.e. 
Mohammad, Mecca), b. extensive trade and banking network, c. interest in science (i.e. 
medicine, astronomy), d. translation and preservation of Greek and Roman literature 
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Fourth  Nine Weeks 

Renaissance and Reformation   (Two to Three  Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1. The Renaissance was a rebirth of Greek and Roman ideals.   
2. Through trade and technology, ideas were passed through cultures and regions.  
3. The growth of wealthy trading cities in Italy, led to a rebirth of the arts and learning called the Renaissance. 
4. The Renaissance spread far beyond Italy, and as it spread, it changed. 
5. Efforts to reform the Catholic Church led to changes in society and the creation of new churches. 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. Identify and give the significance of the Renaissance period.  
2. How did new ideologies during the Renaissance help society to prosper? 
3. What political and economic changes led to the Renaissance? 

Vocabulary  
• Marco Polo 
• Renaissance 
• Humanism 
• Machiavelli 
• Michelangelo 
• Leonardo Da Vinci 
• Johann Gutenberg 
• William Shakespeare 
• Reformation 
• Martin Luther 
• Protestants 
• John Calvin 
• Catholic Reformation 
• Jesuits 
• Moveable type 
• Indulgence 
• Enlightenment 
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Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

S2 C5 PO1 

(PS)Describe how new ways of thinking in Europe during the Enlightenment fostered the 
following changes in society: a. Scientific Revolution (i.e., Copernicus, Galileo, Newton) b. 
natural rights (i.e., life, liberty, property) c. governmental separation of powers vs. 
monarchy d. religious freedom e. Magna Carta 

US & AZ History Resources 

S2 C4 PO1 
(PS)Describe how the Renaissance was a time of renewal and advancement in Europe: a. 
rebirth of Greek and Roman ideas, b. new ideas and products as a result of trade, c. the 
arts. science 

US & AZ History Resources 

S2 C4 PO2 
(SS)Describe the contributions or accomplishments of the following individuals during the 
Renaissance and Reformation: Leonardo Da Vinci, Michelangelo, Gutenberg, Martin 
Luther 

 

S3 C1 PO1 
(SS)Discuss the important ideas of the Enlightenment Period (e.g. Natural Rights, 
separation of powers, religious freedom) that fostered the creation of the United States 
government 

 

S4 C4 PO2 
(SS)Describe the environmental, economic, cultural, and political effects of human 
migrations and cultural diffusion on places and regions. 
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Arizona’s College and Career Readiness Standards 

Grade Cluster Standard Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Support Materials & 
Resources 

6 R 9 

Analyze the relationship between a 
primary and secondary source on the 
same topic. 

Examples: 

• Students read a primary source document on the World 
War II Japanese Internment from the National Archives 
website http://www.archives.gov/ (search Japanese 
Internment) and a secondary source book such as the 
nonfiction Japanese-American Internment in American 
History by David Freeman or historical fiction piece, 
Weedflower by Cynthia Kadohata. Students note the 
similarities and differences between the two pieces. 
SS08-S1C8-05 

• Students examine reasons people emigrated from their 
homelands to settle in the US during the late 19th century 
with a secondary source such as a news article. They also 
examine primary source historical images and personal 
accounts (photographs, video and audio) found on the 
Library of Congress website at www.loc.gov (American 
Memory). Similarities and difference between the two 
sources are identified. 

SS07-S1C7-01 

 

6 R 10 

By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend history/social studies texts 
in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

Explanation: 

This standard requires students to read and comprehend 
history/social science text at the appropriate grade level. 

 

http://www.archives.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/
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6 W 9 

Draw evidence from informational texts 
to support analysis reflection, and 
research. 

As students write analyses, reflections and research, they will 
use evidence from informational texts (e.g., statistics, 
anecdotes, eye witness accounts, diaries) as support. 

Examples: 

• Students research the chronology of a Civil War battle 
(i.e., Bull Run, Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg) using eye 
witness accounts. 
SS07-S1C6-02 

• Students analyze the impact of recent election results on 
their community. Evidence to support their analyses can 
come from newspapers or the Secretary of State’s 
election results website. 

SS06-S3C4-03; SS07-S3C4-03; SS08-S3C4-03 

 

6 W 10 

Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for reflection and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting 
or a day or two) for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

The standard asks students to be given multiple opportunities 
to write about a wide range of social studies topics of varying 
lengths (e.g., one paragraph responses, multiple paragraph 
essays, research projects).  

 

Examples: 

• Students write bell work as an opening activity or 
reflective journaling as a concluding activity on any topic 
in a social studies class. 
Students write a research paper about a relevant topic 
over an extended time period. 
SS06&07&08-S1C1-04; SS06&07&08-S2C1-04 
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6 W 9 

Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question (including a self-
generated question), drawing on several 
sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for 
multiple avenues of exploration. 

This standard requires students to answer questions through 
research, including those they create themselves, to solve a 
problem. They will use and combine information from 
multiple sources to construct their answer(s). 

Examples: 

• Following the study of the European Enlightenment, 
students formulate a question related to a topic such as 
Scientific Revolution or religious freedom.  Research is 
conducted using a variety of print and non-print sources.   
SS06-S2C5-01 

• Following the study of important judicial decisions such 
as Dred Scott, Plessy v. Ferguson, or the Scopes Trial, 
students formulate a question related to the historical 
significance of the decision. Research is conducted using 
a variety of print and non-print sources. 

SS07-S3C3-01 

 

6 W 10 

Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation. 

Students gather relevant information from a variety of 
credible sources (e.g., encyclopedias, Internet websites, 
experts, journal or magazine articles, textbooks). Students will 
then use quotations correctly and/or paraphrase information 
to avoid plagiarism. Citations will be in a standard recognized 
format, i.e., MLA, in both the text and the bibliography.  

Example:   

• Following a class discussion about current political events 
students, in an explanatory/informative piece, trace how 
events in the late 20th century continue to affect us. 
Students explore the topic by reading various sources. 
Their writing includes quotations and correctly 
paraphrases sources. Citations will be in MLA format.   

SS06-S1C10-03; SS06-S2C9-02; SS07-S1C10-03; SS07-S2C9-03; 
SS08-S2C9-03; SS08-S1C10-10 

 

 


